NOTICE

Social Conservatives United (SCU) has been launched to provide an avenue for all social conservative groups in Canada to collaborate on common goals.  Instead of serving a particular constituency or attempting to become another social conservative group, SCU is intended to provide a network among existing groups to voluntarily co-operate with one another on potential common ground.

Only through dialogue and collaboration can the social conservative movement find the necessary cohesion and force which is necessary to make an impact in Canada. Too often, there are social conservative groups beginning initiatives which garner only limited success because they do not have the wider support and influence that other members of such a network could collectively offer.  The success of the envisioned network would translate far beyond increasing the influence of any one member, but will also translate into using the skills and resources (i.e. media, political expertise, financial resources, etc.) of other members. 

All participation is voluntary.  At times there will be an issue when most participants of the network will be involved in. At other times, 2 or 3 members may decide to collaborate on a project.  Whatever the co-operation, it's better than our current situation and it is completely voluntary.

If you know of an organization or prominent individual who is interested in this idea and would consider helping me build this vision, please contact me at inquiries@socon.ca.  

To learn more about Social Conservatives United, visit our website at:  <http://www.socon.ca>

If social conservatives tire of losing battle after battle in this culture war, it's because we haven't wised up to the fact that only in unity and humility can we win.  Socon.ca can be a great avenue to make it happen for us.  Don't let the opportunity slip by.

Best Regards, 

John Pacheco, Facilitator

Social Conservatives United

p.s. Our first major foray into the culture war is to promote the documentary: "C-38: The Search for Marriage" (<http://www.c38themovie.com> www.c38themovie.com).  We are currently trying to secure public viewings. If your church or other larger group is interested in viewing this exceptional documentary, please contact me to make arrangements.

**************************************************
Church Activism in Social Conservative Causes and

Charitable Status by John Pacheco

Ottawa, September 11, 2006 (www.socon.ca/press.html)

Although the social left and the main stream media have attempted to create an environment of fear around church and other charities' involvement in so-called "political" issues like same-sex "marriage" and abortion, the truth is that charities are indeed able to financially participate in shaping the moral and social fabric of our country without losing their charitable status.

As long as the activity is not partisan to any political party, a charity may contribute up to 10% of its revenue to such causes. So says the Canada Revenue Agency below. Please encourage your pastor or other charitable organization to consider making a modest contribution to further the Social Conservative agenda.

If we give into fear, intimidation, and thuggery, we will never, ever win this fight. Victory never has come and will never come without sacrifice and courage. The sooner we learn this lesson, the sooner we can begin to take back our country.

Here is the relevant section as far as money goes: 

9. What expenditure limits does the Income Tax Act impose on political activities? When a charity takes part in political activities, the Act requires that substantially all of its resources must be devoted to charitable activities. The term resources is not defined in the Act, but we consider it to include the total of a charity's financial assets, as well as everything the charity can use to further its purposes, such as its staff, volunteers, directors, and its premises and equipment.

We usually consider substantially all to mean 90% or more. Any charity using at least this amount of its various resources for charitable work can be assured that we will not revoke its registration on the basis that it is not devoting enough of its resources to charitable activities. Therefore, as a general rule, we consider a charity that devotes no more than 10% of its total resources a year to political activities to be operating within the substantially all provision.

However, we recognize that this may have a negative impact on smaller charities. In an effort to alleviate this hardship, we will exercise our discretion and not revoke the registration of smaller charities for the excessive use of their resources on political activities as long as they meet the following administrative guidelines:

Registered charities with less than $50,000 annual income in the previous year can devote up to 20% of their resources to political activities in the current year. Registered charities whose annual income in the previous year was between $50,000 and $100,000 can devote up to 15% of their resources to political activities in the current year. Registered charities whose annual income in the previous year was between $100,000 and $200,000 can devote up to 12% of their resources to political activities in the current year.

Note: These administrative interpretations do not apply for other purposes of the Income Tax Act

Source:

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tax/charities/policy/cps/cps-022-e.html#P147_14872
 © Copyright 2006 Social Conservatives United. All rights reserved.

Now, everyone should have a good idea how "same-sex" marriage affects them.

http://www.canadianvalues.ca/news.aspx?aid=224



**************************************************

WANT TO KEEP ABREAST OF WHAT JOHN’S THOUGHTS ARE ON VERY CURRENT AND IMPORTANT TOPICS THEN I STRONGLY SUGGEST YOU CHECK JOHN’S BLOG (BELOW) ON A  REGULAR BASIS: 

http://socon-or-bust.blogspot.com/
**************************************************
Sent: September 23, 2006 12:33 PM

Subject: For Pope and Civilization

Greetings Everyone,

As many of you know, Pope Benedict XVI has been maligned in the liberal media for his comments about Islam.

I received a call from one of the Producers of The Michael Coren show which is aired on Cross Roads Television about finding someone to represent the Catholic (Christian) side of the debate.

Yours truly, while having some knowledge of Catholic Apologetics and History, does not feel adequate in participating in this debate.

So I want to bring up one of my colleagues at The Catholic Legate who can do a proper job in defending the Church and The Pope.

Mark Bonocore is a very competent and, in my opinion, one of the best (unknown) Catholic Apologists in the U.S., especially in areas of Church history.

He lives in Philadelphia.  I want to fly him up for the show, but this is going to require money.  Airfare, cab fare, meals, and perhaps lodging.  I am not sure how much all this is going to cost, but whatever is, it will be well worth it to defend the Catholic Church.  (I will still need to confirm with him if he can make it. In the event that he can, I want to ensure I have the money bring him up here.)

I am sick and tired of taking a pounding in the media for our beliefs. 

It's time, as Bishop Fred Henry has said, to "push back".  And I have just the guy to push in Mark.

The show is scheduled to air live on Tues. Oct. 3.

If you can help, please let me know ASAP.

It's time for Catholics need to come out of the closet and defend the Church. If you can't do it, your money can sure help.

Regards,

John
