The Waupoos Foundation
2050 Rideau Rd

Gloucester ON K1X 1B1

 

Dear Friends,

 

Mould and mildew — its not a pretty sight! Least of all at Christmas. And certainly something you wouldn't want in your home.
 
The main lodge of the Waupoos Farm Foundation is desperately in need of financial assistance to address this very problem. I can hardly bring my self to repeat it, but the fact is its true and we need your help. 
 
Located just south of the Ottawa Airport, Waupoos provides a place where low-income families can take a real holiday, perhaps for the first time ever. 
 
Waupoos welcomes families all year round. In the winter, families enjoy skating, cross-country skiing and sleigh rides. Summer programs include swimming, hiking, softball and community gardening. Pony rides for the children — a place for adults to take in the true sights and smells of a vacation, even just for a short time and of course, campfire sing-along for all. 
 
 The Waupoos Foundation urgently needs to make major expenditures to the lodge.  Your financial help is needed now.
 
Many activities take place in the lodge — crafts, community celebrations and games.  Each Saturday afternoon, everyone is welcome to gather together for a (Sunday) liturgy followed by a community potluck. 
 
            I think you will agree with me that the main lodge is a focal point of the Waupoos experience. I'm also hoping you will agree with me "the moulds' got to go!" To do this we need to urgently raise $30,000 to remove everything from the basement of the lodge and tear out the drywall and carpeting.   There has been a water issue over the years, which has caused a growth of mould that has to be removed.  If we do not remove it soon, we risk having to close the lodge.  
 
            Once this health and safety issue is addressed, we must stop the water issue that is causing the mould problem.
            As you can imagine, life at the farm without the lodge would cause us to make significant changes.  The lodge is a gathering place for cottagers — for community.   It is a place for families to play together and to pray together.  It is a place for volunteers to work - the bed sheets for the cottagers are all washed in the basement and donated food is sorted there.   Without the lodge, Waupoos would have a hard time building and strengthening community.  Without the lodge, Waupoos would not be the same.
 
            For many of us, Christmas is a time of abundance: of family, of gifts and of time to relax with the people we love.  Please, share from your abundance today.  Your donation will help provide a unique opportunity to the poor by giving them a vacation with a difference.
 
            Thank you!
 
            Blessings,
 
            Max Keeping
            Honourary Board Member
 
P.S.  Please send in your donation today and help us get rid of "you know what".
