PLEASE PRINT or FORWARD THIS NEWSLETTER ALONG TO OTHERS

"In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration."   
(UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 3)
Dear friends of the Family,

It is D-Day!

This coming week on Wednesday, December 6, our elected representatives will begin debate and vote shortly thereafter on whether to re-visit and restore marriage.  

This is a pivotal moment in our efforts to restore marriage to Canada.  We need you!

Word from Parliament Hill is that the vote is going to be very close.  Just a handful of MPs is going to swing the vote one way, or the other. 

For the sake of children and their rights, Parliament must vote to re-visit marriage.

Let’s send a message to Ottawa with a chorus of 50,000 voices!

Take Action – 1 Click Letter
Whether your MP is for restoring marriage, against it, or undecided send your letter today:  http://www.1clicklobbyist.ca/index.php?affid=216  

Ask your MP to support re-visiting the definition of marriage so that the process that was begun by the previous government can be completed properly with full, fair and meaningful debate and a thorough analysis on the impact of re-defining marriage, especially on children’s rights.  

 

I) Key Ridings and MPs
These ridings are critical!  If you live in one of the constituencies listed below, your voice (and that of your friends) will make a profound difference in helping to inform your MP about the importance of re-visiting marriage and considering children’s rights.  

Please encourage others you know within these ridings to contact their MP and ask him or her to vote yes to re-visiting marriage.

B.C.
Chan, Raymond – Richmond
Dhaliwal, Sukh – Newton /North Delta

Saskatchewan
Merasty, Gary   - Desnethe/Missinipi/Churchill River

Manitoba
Simard, Ray - St. Boniface

Ontario 
Alghabra, Omar – Mississauga/Erindale
Cannis, John – Scarborough Centre
Chamberlain, Brenda – Guelph
Chong, Michael – Wellington/Halton Hills
Guarnieri, Albina – Mississauga East/Cooksville
Karygiannis, Jim – Scarborough/Agincourt
Lee, Derek – Scarborough/Rouge River
Oda, Bev – Durham
Sgro, Judy –York West
Wilfert, Byron – Richmond Hill

Nova Scotia
Casey, Bill – Cumberland/Colchester/Musquodoboit
Mackay, Peter – Central Nova

Prince Edward Island
Easter, Wayne – Malpeque

Quebec 
All MPs need to be contacted in Quebec!

Your MPs contact information is available here:  http://www.parl.gc.ca/information/about/people/house/PostalCode.asp?Language=E
Our francophone supporters in Quebec are particularly concerned about Gilles Duceppe’s public pronouncement that he would allow BLOC MPs to vote freely on conscience issues, and yet he has recently stated that he will NOT allow an open vote by his MPs on whether to re-open marriage.  Why not?

We invite francophones in Quebec to not only contact their MP but also call Mr.  Duceppe and invite him to allow his MPs to vote freely on re-opening the marriage issue.

Contact information for Mr. Duceppe in Ottawa:  (613) 992-6779; Duceppe.G@parl.gc.ca
http://webinfo.parl.gc.ca/MembersOfParliament/ProfileMP.aspx?Key=78493&Language=E

II) Children’s Rights Swinging the Vote in Ottawa
Thanks to you, child centred arguments are having a profound effect on MPs.

Over 3,500 individuals and couples have downloaded or ordered our “Marriage and Children’s Rights” toolkits that we produced with PreserveMarriage.ca http://preservemarriage.ca/eng/posters.htm
From the bottom of our hearts thank you for standing up for children and for spreading the word right across Canada!

These toolkits and their arguments have made their way into the hands and hearts of   Canadians who had not considered how re-defining marriage was impacting children’s rights.  They have cemented MPs who are supportive of man/woman marriage, and have helped to convince other MPs of the need to re-consider their position on marriage. 

In fact, our toolkit and its arguments are making their way around the globe to Ireland, the Philippines, South Africa, the United States and other nations as our friends in those countries work diligently to ensure that children’s voices are heard in the marriage debate.


III) A Gift that Will Make a Difference Today
At this 11th hour we have some critical strategic work that must be carried out in key swing ridings if we are to win the vote.
Your gift will help provide the needed media coverage, and other powerful tools which will make a difference.

We need $50,000 to effectively carry out this critical work.  To date, $5,800 has been raised.

Send your support today:  http://www.unitedmothers.ca/donate.php
Can you share $50, $100, $250, $500, or $1,000?  Your gift today will make a profound difference!

Please consider becoming a quarterly donor today by committing as little as $8 a month ($25/quarter).   

To become a quarterly donor or send your one time donation, please visit our secure website:  http://www.unitedmothers.ca/donate.php
If you prefer to make your donation by cheque please mail it to:
United Mothers Inc
P.O. Box 234
339 10th Avenue S.E.
Calgary, Alberta
T2G 0W2

We send our sincere thanks to those who have already responded so generously at this critical time.


IV) Petitions
If you have not yet submitted your marriage petition to your MP there is still time.  
http://preservemarriage.ca/eng/posters.htm
Drop it off at his or her office, or mail it ASAP. Find your MPs contact info here:  http://www.parl.gc.ca/information/about/people/house/PostalCode.asp?Language=E
Remember to photocopy your signed petitions before giving it to your MP, and send the photo-copy to our friends at Vote Marriage Canada, 46-509 Commissioners Rd., W, London, ON,  N6J -1Y5.

If your MP or members of his staff are hostile to traditional marriage, ask a friendly Member of Parliament to table the petition on your behalf.


Michele Dow
www.unitedmothers.ca
