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August 15, 2006 

Dear Children of Medjugorje 
Praised be Jesus and Mary! 

1.  On August 2nd the visionary Mirjana Soldo received her monthly apparition.  After the apparition she shared with us the following message:

“Dear children, in these peaceless times I am coming to you to show you the way to peace.  I love you with an immeasurable love and I desire for you to love each other and to see in everyone my Son – the Immeasurable Love.  The way to peace leads solely and only through love.  Give your hand to me, your
Mother, and allow me to lead you.  I am the Queen of Peace. Thank you.“ 
Mirjana added:  “It has been a long time since I saw the sky open, the sign of the Cross, a heart and the sun.”  (These three signs are normally shown to the visionaries who have daily apparitions.  Mirjana did not explain the symbolic aspect of these three signs, as they are clear enough by themselves.)

2.   A New Commission for Medjugorje? 

A notable event:  According to the Catholic News Service of July 24, 2006 and other news papers like Croatian Vecernji List of July 16, 2006 (See PS1) Cardinal Vinko Puljic of Sarajevo announced that a new commission for Medjugorje will be formed in September.  The members of this International commission are not yet known.  This announcement came after a Bosnia and Herzegovina Bishops meeting held in Banja Luka from July 12-14 2006.  The primary goal of the new commission will be to decide whether or not Medjugorje may be officially recognized as a Marian Shrine.  From there, other aspects of Medjugorje will be earnestly analyzed.  

In this regard, an interesting observation has been made in Rome.   This year, (25th anniversary of apparitions), the Vatican’s official travel agency for pilgrimages, Opera Romana Pelligrini, organized about 14 pilgrimages to Medjugorje by bus and 24 by plane!

Early signs of this commission could be seen in 1999 when Father Francoise Xavier Wallays, General Superior of the Community of the Beatitudes, and several of his priests visited Arch-Bishop Tarcisio Bertoni, then the secretary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome, Arch-Bishop Bertoni said:  “One should consider Medjugorje the same way we consider Chestawowa - a very popular Marian Shrine in Poland.”  

Let us wait with hope and in peace.  Our task now is to pray that in Rome this new commission will be put together with wisdom and that its works may serve the salvation of many.  If Pope John Paul II has been able to write to his friends, Zofia and Marek Skmarnicki of Krakow that he went everyday to Medjugorje through prayer, it shows that he had perceived this providential grace of Medjugorje for our time.  Here is an extract from one of the letters sent to Zofia and Marek:  “I thank Mrs. Zofia for everything concerning Medjugorje.  I, too, go there every day as a pilgrim in my prayers: I unite in my prayers with all those who pray there or receive a calling for prayer from there.  Today we have understood this calling better. I rejoice that our time is not lacking people of prayer and apostles.” (John Paul II, Dec 8, 1992) See PS 2. As we await new changes for Medjugorje, let’s remain faithful to the latest official document dated May 26, 1996 (number 154/81 – 06419), coming from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome:

“The Church allows private pilgrimages to Medjugorje and doesn’t allow official pilgrimages. She asks that the pilgrims who go to Medjugorje may be accompanied by pastoral care.   (See PS3)

3.  Cease fire for Lebanon! 

Here in Medjugorje, Lebanon is very much in our hearts and prayers! During the youth festival in the beginning of August, the Parish Priests often mentioned the absence of our dear Lebanese pilgrims; and the huge crowd of young people prayed for them with intensity.  It was a very touching sight to see.  Since there were only a handful of Lebanese people representing Lebanon among 49 other countries, when each country was introduced, Lebanon received the longest applause.  Many of the young people were weeping for them.  Since the beginning of the war, Medjugorje priests have been constantly recommending Lebanon to the mercy of God.  
On this note, it is important to add that several versions of a fake message attributed to the Gospa given to Ivan has been circulating in France, USA, Canada and even Lebanon.  When asked about it, Ivan denied that this message was given to him.  Moreover, it is easy to recognize that this stressed language doesn’t belong to Our Lady.  It is important to remain prudent and to not acknowledge the rumors, (one more about Medjugorje).  Instead, it is wise that we only acknowledge the official messages that are transmitted from Medjugorje.  If one day Our Lady were giving a message for a particular situation or country, this message would be quickly transmitted on the usual websites.  

Of course, we must continue to pray for Lebanon!  These last weeks, on the mountain, Our Lady has been repeating, “pray for peace in the world”.  She doesn’t mention any country in particular.  The war is in the hearts of men and has invaded the entire world!  She is counting on us!

When the Gulf War broke out in January 1991, according to Vicka, Our Lady said: “When a war breaks out somewhere, it is because there is already a war in your hearts.  And this war in your hearts can only go outside.  But if you make peace in your hearts, then the exterior war will cease immediately”

Praying for peace in Lebanon means first, to examine our hearts and extract from them any kind of rejection, hatred, jealousy, bad desires and anything that closes us on ourselves.  It means give all evil away to Jesus so that He may burn it in the ardent fire of His Divine Heart.  By doing this it will be worth more than all the “cease-fires” of men and politics; because
Satan, the murderer, will be defeated and disarmed.  This is a true “cease-fire”.  It is a “cease-fire” that lasts because it attacks hatred from the root and defeats it!  And the best part is that this can be done in your own home!

Yes, Our Lady is counting on us as much as our brothers and sisters - victims of this war - are counting on us!

Dearest Gospa, since “the way of peace goes only, only through love”, then please give us this love!  We lack it so much. 
Sister Emmanuel + 

p.s. This article of Zarko Ivkovic can be found at: 
http://www.vecernji-list.hr/newsroom/news/ bih/586608/index.do 

PS2.  These extracts can be found in the French book: “L’Enfant caché de Medjugorje” (The Hidden Child of Medjugorje”) by Sister Emmanuel, at Editions des Béatitudes, not yet published in English. These precious documents are letters from Pope John Paul II to Marek and Zofia Skwarnicki: “Greetings and Blessings, Private Letters from the Pope”, published in Poland at Bertelsman Media, Oct 2005. 

PS3 To get this report every month in French automatically, write to: w mmedjugorje@childrenofmedjugorje.com
In Italian, info@vocepiu.it
In Spanish, gisele_riverti@mensajerosdelareinadelapaz.org
Children of Medjugorje offer this report in several languages.  Please look them up in the archives of COM at 
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