May 2006

Dear Friends,

A good friend of ours has a vocation to serve God with her whole heart, her whole mind, her whole soul.  Donna Marie Edwards has been invited to join the Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary.  Below you will find how her days will proceed once living at the convent full-time.

The reason I am writing to you today is to ask for your financial support.  Donna Marie's acceptance is based on her arriving debt-free.  The sisters are praying she will head to Buffalo in July.  Our goal is to raise the money needed to pay her outstanding debts by the end of June so she may make plans to go in July.

Please support this important cause.  Never has there been such a time when we need people who are fully committed to prayer and intercession on the world's behalf.  There are so few people who are willing to leave the secular for the religious life.  I invite you to support Donna Marie in this Holy Vocation by sending in your sacrificial financial gift today.

Donations may be sent to:

Donna Marie Edwards

1007 Hooper Street

Ottawa, ON  K1Z 6K4

If you would like to contact Donna Marie directly, her number is (613) 729-4071 and her email address is: macfarlanedonna@wildmail.com.

Thank you for your support,

Laura and Dan Kelly

P.S.  There will be opportunities to join in a fundraiser on Saturday, June 3.  Keep your eyes on your mail.

Hello,

My name is Donna Marie Edwards and I am entering the Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary. Since most people don’t know the routine of the monastic life, I thought I share with you our daily routine. Monastic life is a rhythm of prayer intertwined with work and community life.

We rise at 5:00am and we begin the first prayers of the day called the Office of Readings at 5:35am. Following the Office of Readings, we chant Morning Prayer in Latin. Afterwards, we can stay for prayer or have our breakfast in the refractory.  We gather again at 7:15am for the Office of Terce followed by Mass.

Once again, after Mass we have time for quiet prayer and meditation or breakfast if you didn’t go earlier.  From there we disperse to our different duties in the monastery.  One of my duties while I was staying at monastery (for a three week 'come and see' visit) was to work in the Novitiate Library. This was a wonderful job since I love books. Also, some mornings, I had classes in Dominican History and Spirituality.  No matter the responsibilities, all duties are done in silence and a Spirit of prayer so that all that we do can be offered to God.

We gather at 11:35am for the Office of Terce and at noon we pray the Angelus. From the choir, we process together to the refractory for dinner. Gathering outside the refractory we offer prayers and then we process in two by two to our seats. The grace is said and we sit to hear a reading from scripture.  Afterwards, according to Dominican tradition, the youngest in the community leaves her seat to pick up her food.  

All meals are eaten in silence while one of the sisters does Spiritual readings. After dinner and the dishes are done, from 1-2pm we have free time for study, prayer, walks or even time to catch up our sleep!! Between 2pm and 3pm, we have solemn silence which is a time of quiet and prayer. 

We gather once again at 3:00pm for the Rosary and to pray the Office of None. We disperse for classes or work and return at 5:00pm for Vespers. There is time after Vespers for quiet prayer and meditation and at 6:00pm it is time for supper and once again the Angelus is prayed before we enter the refectory. After the plates are cleaned and put away, it is time for recreation. 

The community gathers for fellowship and just plain fun. Some sisters crochet, knit and sew while other play games or work on puzzles. It is a special time just to be with your sisters. Soon, the bell rings for the final office of the night - Compline.  The Compline Office is chanted and ends with a procession while singing the Salve Regina. 

Now it is time for bed or for some it is time for their hour of adoration with our Beloved King.  Interspersed in the day of the life of these good sisters is their hour of guard with Mary, praying the rosary in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

This is the daily monastic schedule of the Dominican Nuns of the Perpetual Rosary. Their life is hidden from the world but they take the needs of others and offer them to God in the rhythm of their lives.

Yours in Christ,

Donna Marie Edwards

