Guy Dacquay wrote:


My dear Brothers in Christ, 
At our breakfast meeting last Thursday, those of you at my end of the table shared some interesting conversation around two particular topics regarding:
- the responsibility of the laity in response to actions or positions publicly expressed by our bishops which appear to be out of line or contrary to that of the Pope and the Church's Magisterium; and
- natural family planning (NFP). 
Unfortunately, the short period of our breakfast gathering did not permit enough time to get into a deeper discussion on these respective topics and I'm afraid I may have said some things, or not said some things, that may have given you the wrong impression of my beliefs with respect to these questions. I feel a pull in my heart to take this opportunity to share a little more with you so that you may understand me better. I have great admiration for all of you, my brothers...your respective faiths help edify and strengthen mine, and I want to be equally encouraging towards you...my intentions are not to reproach anyone or any topic we discuss. However, we sometimes talk about things that should require more time to get the entire context presented so that our communications with each other are clear. Because we sometimes have a large gathering, the conversation can easily deflect from one issue to another, which can cut off our exploration of an issue before it can bear the fruit that would enlighten our understanding and knowledge of each other's hearts.
On the topic of the laity's actions in response to a Bishop's questionable position or actions, you will recall that Marty passed on a copy of an article taken from Spirit Daily website which talked about the growing number of lay people who are taking action to publicly challenge certain Bishops with respect to actions which did not adhere to Catholic doctrine or teachings of the Holy Father & Church Magisterium. Although we did not discuss this at length, it seemed to have been suggested that we should perhaps follow this lead and start putting more pressure on our Bishops where we see that they are either silent or perhaps in error on important issues. It was further suggested that to remain inactive in this regard would effectively be saying that you accept the Bishop's position. Whereas I can agree that we may need to approach our Bishop to address an apparently incorrect action or decision, I believe this needs to be done discretely and am not in favour of public challenges in this regard. I am equally opposed to the public manifestations of modernist laypeople and clergy who are pushing for changes, which are in opposition to current Church doctrine and the Holy Father's leadership.... I feel that these methods are attempts to lobby political support for their positions on doctrinal matters, as if the Church was run only on democratic principles. With regards to whether or not we should challenge a Bishop or Pastor, our response cannot be automatic...God must guide and help us decide to take action. It is a matter of the heart and God always looks at our heart when it comes to our decisions. A complacent or fearful heart is certainly not a good thing, but a tired heart which is undergoing much pressure from dealing with different problems and situations is quite another. I know that I have the capability to challenge and have done so on a number of past occasions. I have had to back off from doing certain things (especially in my parish) because of the stress she was experiencing...any conflict seemed to trigger her anxiety. I don't think God wants me to do too much at this time with the exception of more prayer and devotion to my wife and family, and the continuance of my present work with Scouts and occasional music ministry. Interestingly, as I have been thinking about this in recent days and recall the many prophetic books I have read since my conversion (in particular, the messages of our Lady in Medjugorje, Fr. Gobbi, and the Sacred Heart in Vassula Ryden's True Life in God books), I have observed that from most, if not all of the messages I have read, I cannot recall any direct call by the Lord or our Lady to the readers of these writings to directly challenge our Bishops and Priests despite the prophecies and statements made about them...instead, we have been invited to pray and fast for them. At Easter, I spoke to a very devout and extremely outspoken Catholic friend of mine in Winnipeg (a fearless guy whose friendship with me was primarily responsible for my conversion), who shared the same conclusions I have just mentioned. So to conclude my thoughts on this, let our Lord guide your actions and be responsive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit in your heart.... all actions must be done in a loving and charitable manner, in imitation of our Lord Jesus. 
A case in point here was the intervention I made a couple of years ago in my Parish following a presentation we received from Fr. Normand Provencher in which he advocated the laity to take matters in their own hands in beginning the changes he felt were needed in the Church. As many of you may recall, I was so appalled at his rebellious suggestion to motivate change that I directly challenged him during his presentation and subsequently wrote a five page letter to the Parish Pastoral Council (I also brought this to the attention of Archbishop Gervais). I was enflamed with such zeal that I felt I could have blasted off to the moon! (which reminds me of the scripture passage which goes something like: "...and zeal for the house of the Lord will consume him").  This letter only took me a few hours to draft and the key scripture passages I needed to cite in support of my position came to mind very quickly...I don't frequently get this level of inspiration and my wife fully supported this action, so I expect this was God's will and prompting. On the other hand, in the mid-1990's, I had taken on so many ''justice'' related issues at work that it led to a burn-out...in retrospect, I now see that God didn't want me challenging in the manner that I had undertaken (I was following the lead of a very dominating colleague I had become very dependent upon), and I learned a tremendous lesson in the process. When God is behind you on an issue He wants you to deal with, He will take you through it all the way!
Regarding Natural Family Planning, my wife and I have been practicing this method throughout our married life. Christine originally persuaded me to accept this practice when we were planning for our marriage and I accepted this without giving it too much thought (this period was prior to my conversion). Following my conversion (a couple of years into our marriage), I started to learn more about our faith including the Church's teaching with regards to contraception...as a result, I became more and more convinced of NFP and still am to this day. In the case of my wife and I, each of our children were surprise conceptions.... but please be assured that they were all desired nevertheless. We faithfully vowed on our wedding day to accept all of the children the Lord would bring us. I can say that we did not specifically try to have many children, but we were open to a large family at the outset, and we soon realized that we were blessed with fertility. Our first 5 children came in fairly rapid succession (17 to 19 months apart). Near the end of her 5th pregnancy, Christine developed placenta previa (detached placenta), which put the baby at some risk and required her to go to the hospital 5 weeks before he was due. In the end, a healthy boy was born but the situation traumatized Christine. After this episode, Christine started to become quite concerned and we tried to better understand the NFP methods we were applying...so we reviewed our resource materials and made a decision to extend our periods of abstinence prior to and following ovulation. I continued reading on NFP and learning the underlying theological principles of its practice, but we found it difficult to apply this peacefully as Christine lived in great fear of becoming pregnant and did not want anymore children. Christine also didn't believe that the Lord would force life upon during the infertile part of her cycle...and I am of the belief that God can make you fertile any time He wants, so this is why we need to be open to life at all times. Without faith in the Lord, we could have given up on NFP and our disagreement on the theological principles was very stressful...but Jesus helped us persevere. In the year 2000, we were blessed to go to Rome, Assisi, and Medjugorje on pilgrimage with our five children for the Holy Year. During this pilgrimage, particularly in Assisi (while at the tomb of St. Francis) I prayed that Christine would open her heart to another baby. On October 4 of that year (Feast of St. Francis), I got the good news that we were expecting and I knew St. Francis had to have been interceding for me...I was struck to see how Christine was so calm, that after 8 years we would be having a new baby (she gave away all of our baby clothes and things to the Miriam Centre the year before! but we then received a ton of stuff from family and friends!). When I later asked her why she changed her mind, she advised that she had ''let go'' in her mind of her desire to not have another baby...in other words, she allowed the Lord to make the decision. Unfortunately, Christine was hospitalized 7 weeks before the due date and she stayed there for two weeks before Jean-François was born. This was quite a worrisome time for us and again, quite traumatic for Christine. With the depression she experienced a few years ago, I have understood not to put any additional pressure on Christine for openness to more children and in respect of her situation, made more personal sacrifices in my expectations and not pushed my desires further with the Lord. We still practice only NFP and have sought spiritual guidance from a Companion of the Cross and got some very wise counselling. Essentially, we were advised that we were both right about our thoughts on this subject, and I was advised that the frequent expression of conjugal love was not necessarily guaranteed in a marriage, much like the conception of children (as you know, many couples suffer greatly from not being able to conceive). I realize that I had to change my heart in this area and have prayed for greater perseverance and patience from the Lord. Despite the difficulty for me personally, I know that Jesus has helped me immensely and I believe He is currently healing the wounds between Christine and I in this area. Praise the Lord! All this is to say that we need to understand couples who struggle with NFP, because there are many (Christine has a number of devout Catholic girl friends who have shared their difficulties)...it is important to talk about it and help encourage each other, because I truly believe in NFP and have seen the power and God's Wisdom in this method in keeping a couple united!
Look forward to seeing you at the next breakfast! 
God Bless! 
Guy 

Marty Tate replies:

Guy 
Thank you for your sincere response and summation of a fragmented discussion that took place last Thursday.

 

I would like to re-iterate the question I posed as I passed out the article from Spirit daily concerning the increasing “public vocal opposition” against the Bishops in the U.S.  I want to assure all readers public dissent was not being advocated.

 

At the time, I was asking the question,

 “How does one reconcile the tension in obedience to a Pastor, or Bishop and the complete knowledge that the teaching(s) they are (or not) imparting result in a position juxtaposed to The Holy Father’s and the Vatican’s direction?”    (You may of heard of Cardinal Martini and his recent statements or the open defiance of the Jesuit order to the Papal authority and Church teaching as was explained /discussed on EWTN on “The World Over Live” this past weekend)

  

The second part of the question is how much responsibility / culpability does a layperson have in attempting to modify the actions or in-actions of the responsible church leaders?  These questions were couched in this manner because we have been given to acknowledge the current “action deficit” and therefore bear a greater responsibility than one who does not have this same understanding.

 

 I also referred to an article published in “This Rock” magazine (February 2006 by Fr. R. Johansen Why Bishops Don’t get Fired…hotly contested two issues later) that asserts the lay people should just endure poor leadership, spiritual, financial etc and wait for it to pass.  
 

I believe these are questions that need to be explored and discussed, more so in these current, very dangerous times.  I totally agree with your assertion that all must be done under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and in charity.  In this case I see the greater charity as the salvation of many marginalized and confused souls.  

 

So what and how do our Baptismal Vows call us to action?  I believe these are core questions for any Catholic.

 

Historically I draw many parallels between the current political situation and that of Germany prior to WWII.  As a student of History, I often asked myself many times how could others permit the abduction of the Jews in that society?  It is my belief that today we are seeing good people do nothing, waiting and hoping that the situation will improve.  We live in a time similar to the Jewish persecution when good people watched it and allowed it to happen and it only got worse…  

 

I thank you for your personal reflection and look forward to Thursday.

 

 

In God’s Love

 

Marty

tatem@navcanada.ca
