Dear Friends in Christ and the Movement,

You may be aware that in the coming months, the film version of The Da Vinci Code will be appearing in theatres. The Da Vinci Code is a fictional work that claims to be based on "facts" whereas in reality it is an anti-Catholic diatribe that blasphemes Christ with a number of bizarre claims:

1. Jesus died but never rose from the dead; his resurrection was a fiction later created by the Church to increase its power.

2. Mary Magdalene was Jesus' wife and her bones are the real "holy grail" (not the chalice from the Last Supper) because she carried Jesus' seed.

3. The offspring of Mary and Jesus wound up in France and later became the Merovingian dynasty of kings.

4. Constantine turned Jesus into a resurrected God in order to subjugate pagans by imposing a new religion.

5. The Catholic Church has spent the centuries lying, cheating and murdering people to keep these "facts" secret.

6. Certain "illuminati" have always been aware of these secrets; among them is Leonardo da Vinci, who hid a "code" explaining as much in his paintings.

As you doubtless can tell, each of these "facts" is an utter fabrication, as are many other claims in the book. And yet, because it has sold tens of millions and the upcoming film directed by Ron Howard and starring Tom Hanks will likely reach millions more, it is prudent to be able to respond to its many errors.

A good resource online is at www.davinciantidote.com. This site has a number of free resources you can download. You can also purchase the helpful book, The Da Vinci Deception, which includes 100 questions and answers about the book. It lays out the facts in a thorough and well-documented fashion. Numerous other good books similarly expose all the book's false claims.

Be assured of my prayers for you and your family in this Lenten season.

Sincerely yours in Christ and the Movement, Fr Joseph Burtka, LC
