Crushing Churches 
Christians executed in front of schoolchildren 
 

Peter Goodspeed - National Post - Friday, November 18, 2005 
 

A U.S government report says North Korea is raising religious persecution to the same heights as ancient Rome. 
While the Romans threw Christians to the lions for sport, the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom says North Korea's leaders settle for snap trials followed by firing squads or simply crushing the heads of underground church leaders under a steamroller. 
In the same week U.S. President George W. Bush is touring Asia to call for increased political freedom, the independent U.S. government commission issued a report claiming North Korea is waging all-out war on religion and free thought. 
The reports says there are only three formal churches in North Korea's capital, Pyongyang, but they are primarily for show and are visited only by foreigners and the elderly. Everywhere else, the North Korean government is engaged in the forceful suppression of religious and intellectual life. 
Relying on eyewitness accounts from 40 recent refugees who fled to South Korea via China, the commission says North Korea has created a reign of terror to crush any religious belief that might challenge the god-like authority of leader Kim Jong Il. 
The mere possession of a Bible can bring a death sentence, while attending a secret underground church service can result in gruesome public executions. 
One eyewitness told commission investigators he witnessed five Christian church leaders being executed by being run over by a steamroller in front of a crowd of spectators. 
The underground church leaders were told, "If you abandon religion and serve only Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il, you will not be killed," said the witness, a soldier in a local construction battalion. 
"None of the five said a word. Some of the fellow parishioners [who were] assembled to watch the execution cried, screamed out or fainted when the skulls made a popping sound as they were crushed beneath the steamroller." 
In another case, a woman told of being forced to witness the 1997 firing squad execution of a young woman and her father near where the Seong Cheon River runs into the Tumin River. 
The young woman had been washing clothes by the river when she accidentally dropped a Bible she had hidden in her laundry. After three months of interrogation, she and her father were put on trial in a marketplace, condemned as traitors and executed on the spot in front of an assembled crowd of schoolchildren and their teachers. 
A former policeman described how he was involved in the arrests of 11 church members. Two of them were tortured to death during interrogation, while the others were executed, he said. 
In the early 20th century, religious life flourished in North Korea, the report says. Religious groups played an essential role in uniting Koreans opposed to Japanese colonial rule, but the churches were viewed as political competitors by Kim Il Sung's Korean Workers Party. 
When North Korea's founder came to power after the Second World War, he labelled the churches "counterrevolutionary" and crushed them. Ever since, North Korea has promoted a personality cult that has virtually deified Kim Il Sung and his son and successor, Kim Jong Il. 
North Korean newspapers have carried stories claiming North Korean sailors have been saved at sea during terrible storms by simply gathering on storm-tossed decks to sing the praises of Kim Il Sung. And the country's official histories claim that when Kim Jong Il was born on Mount Paektu, a sacred mountain on the border with China, a double rainbow appeared in the sky, along with a single bright star, to herald his birth. 
"Having faith in God is an act of espionage," one North Korean refugee told the U.S. commission's investigators. "Kim Il Sung is a god in North Korea." 
"The Kim dynasty is much more than an authoritarian government," the commission report says. "It also holds itself out as the ultimate source of power, virtue, spiritual wisdom and truth for the North Korean people. Heterodoxy and dissent are repressed, quickly and efficiently, with punishments meted out to successive generations of the dissident's family. 
"This study provides compelling evidence of the systematic denigration of religious life in North Korea and of ongoing abuses of the freedom of thought, conscience and religion or belief," the report adds. The commission is a bipartisan government body that monitors religious practices overseas in relation to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  The release of the U.S. report coincides with a UN General Assembly vote yesterday in which member states expressed "serious concern" over human rights violations in North Korea. 
The General Assembly's social and humanitarian committee approved a resolution put forward by the European Union raising concerns over the use of torture, public executions and restrictions on freedom of thought and religion. The final vote was 84 to 22, with 62 countries abstaining. South Korea abstained and China voted against. 
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To Protest:

 

Consulate of Republic of Korea
555 Avenue Road
Toronto, ON M4V 2J7
Tel: (416) 920-3809 Fax: (416) 924-7305
 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea
38F-515 East 72nd St, New York, N.Y., 10021, USA
(212)772-0712
Permanent Representative of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to the United Nations:
prkun@undp.org
 

The Honourable Pierre Stewart Pettigrew

Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs

HOUSE OF COMMONS
Wellington Street
Ottawa, 
Canada
K1A 0A6
Telephone: (613) 995-1851 

Fax: (613) 996-3443 

 
The Right Honourable Paul Martin
Prime Minister of Canada

Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa
K1A 0A2
Fax: 613-941-6900
pm@pm.gc.ca
 
 

10-May-2002 -- ZENIT.org News Agency
20TH CENTURY SAW 65% OF CHRISTIAN MARTYRS

Conclusions of New Study Published in Italy 

ROME, (Zenit.org).- The 20th century may have been the most striking in the annals of Christian martyrdom, and a new book shows it with numbers. 

In two millennia of Christian history, about 70 million faithful have given their lives for the faith, and of these, 45.5 million -- fully 65% -- were in the last century, according to "The New Persecuted" ("I Nuovi Perseguitati"). 

Italian journalist Antonio Socci presented his work today during a conference on "Anti-Christian Persecution in the 20th Century" held at the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical Athenaeum. 

"I handed in the draft of the book in January; since then the martyrdom of Christians has had no letup," the author noted. "Suffice it to think of what is happening in Colombia and Indonesia." 

In the journalist´s analysis, the term "Christian martyrs" is not understood in the specific sense of the word (with the recognition of the Church´s processes of canonization), but according to the common assessment of scholars who have compiled statistics on religious persecutions. 

Socci´s map of the current persecution highlights countries where Christians are dying for their faith. 

It includes the Molucca Islands of Indonesia, Bangladesh, India, Nigeria, East Timor, Cuba, the former Soviet republics, Saudi Arabia and other Muslim countries, Vietnam, China and others. 

According to the author, the two currents that fuel the persecution of Christians today are Communism and Muslim fundamentalism. 

Socci said that persecution of Christians is currently most severe in Sudan. 

 

 
Learn more about Persecution of Christians at the following sites:

 
Freedom House’s Center for Religious Freedom: http://www.freedomhouse.org/religion/
 

International Christian Concern: http://www.persecution.org/concern/
 

Christian Solidarity International: http://www.csi-int.org/csi/csi-about.php
 

Christian Monitor: http://www.christianmonitor.org/
 

Voice of the Martyrs: http://www.persecution.net/world.htm
 

Christian Persecution Information: http://www.christianpersecution.info/
 

Open Doors: http://nz.od.org/
 

Cardinal Kung Foundation: http://www.cardinalkungfoundation.org/
 

A Catholic site on some 20th century persecutions: 

http://www.holycross.edu/departments/history/vlapomar/persecut/homepage1.htm
 

Forum 18 (general religious persecution): http://www.forum18.org/
