Liturgies and prayers

for use 

from the time of the death of Pope John Paul II

to the inauguration of the pontificate of his successor

When a Pope dies there is a well-defined process within the Church for preparing his funeral and electing a successor.
  Because of the universal role assumed by the Bishop of Rome, the universal Church follows this whole process with interest and accompanies it in prayer.

This document has been prepared as a resource for liturgies and prayers in dioceses, parishes and Christian communities, for the period from the death of Pope John Paul II to the inauguration of the pontificate of his successor.  It is divided in the following steps:

I. The Pope’s death

1. Mass

2. Liturgy of the Hours

3. Vigil

4. Devotional Prayers

II. The election of a new Pope

1. Mass

2. Devotional Prayers

III. The inauguration of the pontificate of the new Pope

1. Mass

2. Liturgy of the Hours

3. Devotional Prayers


I

The Pope’S death

Pope John Paul II

His Holiness Pope John Paul II (Karol Wojtyla, pronounced voy-TIH-wah).

Born: Wadowice, Poland, May 18, 1920.

Ordained Priest: November 1, 1946.

Appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Cracow: July 4, 1958.

Ordained Bishop: September 28, 1958, the youngest bishop in modern Polish history at the age of 38.
Nominated Archbishop of Cracow: January 13, 1964.

Created Cardinal: June 26, 1967.

Elected Pope: October 16, 1978; he was the first non-Italian pope since Adrian VI, who died in 1523.
Inaugurated: October 22, 1978.

Death, Mourning and Funeral

Death

When a Pope dies, the Cardinal Camerlengo (currently Eduardo Cardinal Martinez Somalo) must verify the death, which has traditionally been done by calling the name of the Pope three times. If there is no response, the Cardinal Camerlengo then must authorize a death certificate and make the event public by notifying the Cardinal Vicar for the Diocese of Rome (currently Camillo Cardinal Ruini). The Camerlengo then seals the Pope's private apartments. He also arranges for the "fisherman’s ring" and the papal seal to be broken. He then makes preparations for the papal funeral rites, the novemdieles, the nine days of mourning.

Mourning

Nine days of official mourning are declared and burial takes place between the fourth and sixth day after death (except for special reasons). Popes are usually buried in Saint Peter's Basilica, where the body will be laid in state for people to pay their respects.
Funeral and burial

For the funeral rites of the Pope, see: Ordo exsequiarum Romani Pontificis.

During the interregnum, it is the Camerlengo who is responsible for the government of the Church. He must arrange the funeral and burial of the Pope. He directs the election of a new Pope, assisted by three Cardinals, elected by the College of Cardinals, with three new Cardinals elected every three days.

Interregnum

All heads of the dicasteries of the Roman Curia are suspended from exercising their authority during the interregnum (and are expected to resign their posts immediately on the election of the new Pope). The only exceptions to this are the Cardinal Camerlengo, the Cardinal Vicar of Rome, the Major Penitentiary (William Cardinal Baum), the Cardinal Archpriest of Saint Peter's Basilica and the Vicar-General for Vatican City (both offices are held by Virgilio Cardinal Noé). These continue in their posts during the interregnum.

Suggestions for Liturgies and Prayer services

Suggestions are made for a Mass, the Liturgy of the Hours, a Vigil and devotional prayers:

1. Mass

A Mass for the Dead may be celebrated on the weekdays of Ordinary Time.  A special commemoration Mass may be celebrated in cathedrals, parish churches and other places of worship, on any day except on days of solemnity, on Sundays of Advent, Lent and the Easter season, on Ash Wednesday, during Holy Week and on November 2, according to the directives/arrangements given/made by the diocesan bishop.

Liturgical colour

In the dioceses of Canada, white is also recommended for funerals and may be used at the Offices and Masses for the Dead in order to show more clearly the paschal character of Christian death.
  Violet, or purple, may also be worn in Offices and Masses for the Dead.  Black may be used, where it is the practice, in Masses for the Dead.

Roman Missal

Forms

The Roman Missal provides many forms for Masses for the Dead; for one or several deceased, outside or during the Easter season.  All elements of these forms are interchangeable, so that they may be adapted to the circumstances.  It also provides three forms of various Prayers for the Dead: For the Pope.  See: Sacramentary, pages 925-927 (nos. 471-473).

Preface

There are five Prefaces for the Dead.  See: Sacramentary, pages 579-487 (prefaces nos. 77-81 Christian death).  

Eucharistic Prayer

In the Eucharistic Prayer, the name of the Pope (since the Apostolic See is vacant) is omitted at the place where the congregation is invited to pray for the leaders (Pope, bishop and all the clergy) in the Church.  

Eucharistic Prayers II and III provide a special memento for a Mass for the Dead.  If they are used in a Mass celebrated for the late Pope, it is appropriate to use the memento to mention the name of the deceased Pope (for example, in Eucharistic Prayer II: "Remember John Paul II, whom you have called from this life.  In baptism ...").

Solemn Blessing

A solemn blessing may be used.  See: Sacramentary, page 635 (Solemn blessing no. 20, The Dead).

Lectionary

See: Order of Christian Funerals (CCCB 1990), page 338.  

First reading

An appropriate first reading might be:

- Ezekiel 34.11-16 (see: CCCB Sunday Lectionary, page 445): I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep.

Pope John Paul II felt that, as successor of Peter and “Pastor of the universal Church here on earth” (canon 331), he should be close to all the faithful. To fulfill his conviction, he became the most traveled Pope in the 2,000 year history of the Church and could speak to the faithful in eight languages.

- 1 Corinthians 15.1-5, 11 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, pages 1620-1621): I would remind you of the good news that I proclaimed to you …Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.  

Paul reminds us of the essence of the Christian faith: Christ died and was raised on the third day.  This message comes from the Apostles’ faith.  The successor of Peter has to be vigilant about the faith received from the Apostles (cf. Lk 22.31-32).

- 1 Thessalonians 4.13-14, 17-18 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1177): Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died … Therefore encourage one another with these words.

This evangelical message was at the heart of the teaching of Pope John Paul II when he invited all to encourage one another.

- 2 Timothy 2.8-13 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1956): Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David – that is my gospel, for which I suffer hardship …I endure everything for the sake of the elect … If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him.

Like Saint Paul, Pope John Paul II was passionate about the gospel and endured many trials for its sake, including an attempted murder on his life and a long sickness over recent years.

In Eastertide:

- Acts 10.34-43 (see: CCCB Sunday Lectionary, page 292): We ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.

Like Saint Peter (and as his successor), Pope John Paul II was a witness of Christ, the risen Lord, “to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead” (Acts 10.42).

Responsorial Psalm

For suggestions on a Responsorial Psalm, using CBW III or CBW II, see, for example, the booklet Weddings and Funerals prepared by the National Liturgy Office, pages 22-23.  Appropriate psalms are listed here:

- Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  

- Psalm 25.6+7bc, 17-18, 20-21.

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

- Psalm 27.1, 4, 7+8b+9a, 13-14.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Gospel

An appropriate Gospel might be:

- Mark 10.28-30 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1390): There is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age … and in the age to come eternal life.

In his priestly vocation, Karol Wojtila had to leave all for the sake of the good news – even his cherished earthly homeland when he became Pope.  He was to become a universal brother, attentive to all.

- Luke 12.35-38, 40 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 2096): Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit … Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them.

Pope John Paul II was dressed for action and waited with his lamp alight until the end.  As Christ promised, he will take place at the heavenly banquet.

- John 6.51-58 (see: CCCB Sunday Lectionary, page 626): Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.

During his last years, Pope John Paul II often reminded us of the powerful gift of the Eucharist offered by Christ to his Church.  

- John 11.17-27 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, pages 2100-2101): I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.

This dialogue between Martha and Jesus, on the occasion of the death of her brother Lazarus, is full of hope: the one who believes in Christ will never die.  John Paul II was one who believed, committed to strengthening his brothers and sisters in their faith (cf. Jn 11.23-27; Lk 22.31-32).

- John 12.24-26 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, pages 1963-1964): Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

One of the titles of the Pope is “servant of the servants of God”.  His commitment, in serving Christ, is like the grain of wheat fallen into the earth: he is to bear much fruit.  May God the Father of all goodness award/reward his faithful servant.

- John 14.1-6 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. A, page 554): Do not let your hearts be troubled.  (…) In my Father’s house there are many dwellings (…) I am the way, and the truth, and the life.

The pontificate of John Paul II has a close relationship with these words of Jesus.  In his teaching, the Pope constantly reminded us that Christ was the way to happiness.
   He constantly defended the truth.
  He unceasingly defended the right to life and human dignity (for example, concern for human rights, the right to life and his Encyclical Letter Evangelium Vitae).

Hymns and songs

You may also refer to the "Order of Christian Funerals" for music selections (see page 419 [Appendix I] or CBW III no. 702 ["Order of Christian Funerals"]).

Opening Hymn: Suggestions from Catholic Book of Worship III -- Sing with All the Saints in Glory, 406; Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us, 405; Let All Things Now Living, 534; O Lord, You Died That All Might Live, 642; Now the Green Blade Rises, 403; The Strife Is O’er, 395; The Lord, My Shepherd, Rules My Life, 489; Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord, 383.  

Penitential Rite: See CBW III, 228 – 235.

Responsorial Psalm

- Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6.

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  See: CBW III, nos. 53, 158, 211.

- Psalm 25.6+7bc, 17-18, 20-21.

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.  See: CBW III, 16, 187.

- Psalm 27.1, 4, 7+8b+9a, 13-14.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.  See: CBW III, 49, 118.

Gospel Acclamation: For the verse, use the gospel acclamation that accompanies the gospel that has been chosen, or select one from CBW III, 696, “Funerals.”

Preparation of Gifts: If a song is desired at this time, choose one from those suggested for the opening hymn, or one of the following: CBW III, Eye Has Not Seen, 482; Rest in Peace, 643; Blest Are the Pure in Heart, 471; We Know That Christ Is Raised, 398; Lord of the Living, 686.

Sanctus, Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen:  Use any setting well known to the assembly.

Lamb of God:  Use any setting well known to the assembly.

Communion Song: The Lord Is Tender and Caring, 638; Gentle Shepherd, 598; No Greater Love, 599; Gather Us Together, 601; Seed, Scattered and Sown, 604; My Shepherd Is the Lord, 606; Now in This Banquet, 608; The Land of the Living, 636.

* If the community wishes to sing a final song, another one may be chosen from those suggested for the opening song or one of the following: Christ Is Alive, 384; Christ Is the King, 387; Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show, 401.

2. Liturgy of the Hours

Use the Office for the Dead.

Morning Prayer

For a Morning Prayer, see: Order of Christian Funerals (CCCB 1990), pages 353-366.

Evening Prayer

For an Evening Prayer, see: Order of Christian Funerals (CCCB 1990), pages 367-377.

Concluding prayer

For the concluding prayer, see: Order of Christian Funerals (CCCB 1990), page 386 (no. 14); or, see the Sacramentary nos. 471-473, using the opening prayer of one of these forms.

3. Vigil

A parish vigil of prayer could be held, for example, on the night before the Holy Father’s funeral.  For this, one of the forms proposed in the Order of Christian Funerals (CCCB 1990), pages 38-147, may be used.  In light of how Pope John Paul II was faithful to his commitment till the end, the form “H” (God’s Faithful Will Live for Ever) may be appropriate, or one of the two proposed for the evening on pages 131-147.

4. Devotional Prayers

A leaflet Prayers upon the Death of Pope John Paul II and for the Election of His Successor, prepared by both National Liturgy Offices, is available in English and French from the CCCB.

Other prayers

Given the Marian moto Totus tuus (Latin for "All yours," referring to Mary), which had been chosen by Pope John Paul II, a Marian prayer could be used.  For example:

- We turn to you for your protection (Sub tuum praesidium); see: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004), page 312;

- Litany of Loreto; see: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004), pages 321-324;

- Angelus; see: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004), pages 315-316;

- Rosary; see: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004), pages 317-319.


II

The election of a new Pope

The process of election

See: Ordo Rituum Conclavis, for the Conclave rites.

After 15-20 days of "General Congregations," sermons at their Titular Churches and mourning for the Pope after his funeral, the Cardinal Electors enter the Conclave to proceed to the election of a new pope (cf. Universi Dominici gregis 37).

The Cardinals must take an oath when they first enter the Conclave that they will follow the rules set down by the Pope and that they will maintain absolute secrecy about the voting and deliberations. The penalty for disclosing anything about the conclave that must be kept secret is automatic excommunication.

The Cardinals all take seats around the walls of the Sistine Chapel and take a ballot paper on which is written "Eligo in summum pontificem" -- "I elect as Supreme Pontiff ...". They write a name on it, fold it, and proceed one by one to approach the altar, where a chalice stands with a paten on it. They hold up their ballot high to show that they have voted, place it on the paten, and slide it into the chalice. The votes are counted by the Cardinal Camerlengo and his three assistants. Each assistant reads the name, says the name aloud, writes it down on a tally sheet and passes it to the next assistant. The third assistance runs a needle and thread through the centre of each ballot to join them all together. The ballots are burned, as well as all notes made. If a new Pope has been elected, the papers are burned to give white smoke. Otherwise, when an election is inconclusive, the ballots are burned with straw to give off black smoke, so that the waiting crowds, and the world, know whether or not their new Holy Father will soon emerge from the Sistine Chapel.

To be elected Pope, one Cardinal must receive more than two-thirds of the votes. If, however, 30 elections have taken place without any one Cardinal being elected Pope, then the Cardinals may elect by simple majority. Election by simple majority is an important deviation from historical tradition and may well be the most important recent change made to the election process. Why?  Because in the past, it has often been the case that a particular candidate had solid majority support but could not garner the required two-thirds majority. Therefore a compromise candidate was chosen. The difference now will be that if, in the early ballots, one candidate has strong majority support, there is less incentive for the majority to compromise.

The cardinals vote on the afternoon of the first day, then twice each morning and once each afternoon. If they have not elected someone with the first nine votes, they may devote one day to prayer and discussion before resuming. They may do the same every seven unsuccessful votes after that.

The Cardinals are not permitted any contact with the outside world: no mobile phones, no newspapers or television, no messages or letters or signals to observers. There will be regular sweeps of all relevant areas for listening devices. The Cardinals will for the first time be visible, at least twice daily, to the observing world, when they move the 350 meters from the Domus Sanctae Marthae to the Sistine Chapel and back again.

Once a Cardinal has received the required number of votes, the Dean of the College of Cardinals asks him if he accepts election and by what name he wishes to be called as Pope. On giving assent, the Cardinal immediately becomes Pontifex Maximus, the Holy Roman Pontiff.  The Cardinals pledge their obedience to His Holiness. The Pope vests in his pontifical clericals (white soutane and skull cap) -- all the papal vestments are prepared in several different sizes in readiness.

The Dean of the College of Cardinals steps onto the main balcony of the Vatican and declares to the World: "Habemus Papam!" "We have a Pope!" His Holiness appears on the balcony and delivers his Apostolic Blessing to the waiting world.

Prayers and Supplications to the Holy Spirit

Cardinals over eighty years of age do not take part in the election of the Pope.  “During the vacancy of the Apostolic See, and especially during the election of the Supreme Pontiff, they in particular should lead the People of God assembled in the Patriarchal Basilicas of Rome and in other churches in the Dioceses throughout the world, supporting the work of the electors with fervent prayers and supplications to the Holy Spirit and imploring for them the light needed to make their choice before God alone and with concern only for the ‘salvation of souls, which in the Church must always be the supreme law’” (John Paul II, Universi Dominici gregis [February 22, 1996], paragraph 6).

Suggestions for Liturgies and Prayer services

After the nine days of mourning which follow the death of the Bishop of Rome, the faithful are invited to pray for the election of a new Pope.  

1. Mass

Priests, in celebrating the Eucharist, may use the form for the Election of a Pope on the weekdays of the Ordinary time, even when the liturgical calendar calls for the celebration of an obligatory memorial, on weekdays of Advent until December 16, on weekdays of Christmastide after January 2, and on weekdays of Eastertide after the first week of Easter.  

The diocesan bishop may authorize or prescribe the use of this form on any day, except on solemnities, on Sundays of Advent, Lent and Easter seasons, on Ash Wednesday, during the Holy Week and on November 2.

Liturgical colour

Use the colour of the liturgical season.

Eastertide

During the Easter season, an “Alleluia” is added to the Entrance and Communion antiphons, if they are not sung.

Roman Missal

See the Ordo – Liturgical Calendar 2004-2005, pages 51-52 (note 24g).

Form

Among the Masses for various needs and occasions, it is appropriate to choose – when permitted –  the form Election of a Pope or Bishop (see: Sacramentary, page 960, no. 505).

General intercessions

In the General Intercessions (Prayer of the Faithful) each day, a suitable petition could be developed along these lines: 

Send your Spirit to guide your people:

Give us a Pope to lead us in faith, love and service.

Eucharistic Prayer

An appropriate Eucharistic Prayer may be the “Eucharistic Prayer for Masses for Various Needs and Occasions II” (God Guides the Church on the Way to Salvation).  If another Eucharistic Prayer is chosen and if this one (such as Eucharistic Prayer II and III) allows the use of a special preface, it is appropriate to use the second preface of the Holy Spirit (see: Sacramentary, pages 534-535, preface no. 55) or the ones of the Apostles (see: Sacramentary, pages 554-557, prefaces nos. 64-65) or the one for Christian Unity (see: Sacramentary, pages 576-577, no. 76).

In the Eucharistic Prayer, the name of the Pope (since the Apostolic See is vacant) is omitted at the place where the congregation is invited to pray for the leaders (Pope, bishop and all the clergy) in the Church.

Lectionary

See Ordo Lectionum Missae, nos. 833-837.

First reading

- Isaiah 61.1-3a (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1973): The Lord God anointed me, and sent me to bring good news to the poor.

Acting through the events in life and human actions, God is the one who will inspire his choice through the election by the Cardinals.  The one elected, like Jesus in the synagogue of Nazareth, will have to make his own the word of the prophet, saying: “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Lk 4.21).

- Ephesians 4.11-16 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1686): The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers.

In the universal Church, all have a proper ministry or service.  The service of the successor of Peter on the See of Rome is one of unity in faith in Christ, the head from whom the whole body is joined and knit together (cf. Eph 4.16).

- Hebrews 5.1-10 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. A, page 119): Although he was the Son of God, he learned obedience through what he suffered.

“Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’ … he learned obedience through what he suffered” (Heb 5.5, 8).    

Responsorial Psalm

- Psalm 89.1-2, 3-4, 20-21, 24+26.

R. Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation (Jn 10.11)

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord.  

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

Gospel

- John 15.9-17 (see: CCCB Sunday Lectionary, page 369): No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

During the last supper Jesus said to his disciples: “… Abide in my love … This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you … You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last …” (Jn 15.9, 12, 16). The successor of Peter is to be chosen by Jesus; he is to preside “over the whole assembly of charity and protects legitimate differences, while at the same time assuring that such differences do not hinder unity but rather contribute toward it” (Lumen Gentium, 13).

- John 17.11b, 17-23 (see the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible): As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us.

At the time of going back to his Father, Jesus prays for his disciples, so that they may be one through their common faith in him.  He asks his Father: “I ask you to protect them from the evil one” (Jn 17.15); “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth” (Jn 17.17); “… that they may be one, as we are one” (Jn 17.22).  The Bishop of Rome, often called the “Holy Father”, is to be protected and sanctified by God in the truth; he is to be vigilant over the integrity (truth) of the faith, to strengthen his brothers and sisters in faith (cf. Lk 22.31-32), and to promote communion among all Jesus’ disciples.

Hymns and songs

… invoking the assistance of the Holy Spirit.

Opening Hymn: Suggestion from CBW III -- O Holy Spirit, Come to Bless, 410; Creator Spirit, Lord of Grace, 409; God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian, 510; O Christ, the Great Foundation, 527; Send Us Your Spirit, 414.

Penitential Rite: See CBW III, 228 – 235.

Responsorial Psalm

- Psalm 89.1-2, 3-4, 20-21, 24+26.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.  See: CBW III, nos. 27, 64, 148, 448.

Or, in Latin (Taizé): R. Misericordias Domini in aeternum cantabo.

Gospel Acclamation (See text above).

Preparation of Gifts: CBW III, Come Down, O Love Divine, 407; Come to Us, Creative Spirit, 408; Filled with the Spirit’s Power, 413; Holy Spirit, Lord of Love, 417; Veni, Creator Spiritus, 418.

Sanctus, Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen: Use any setting well known by the assembly.

Lamb of God: Use any setting well known by the assembly.

Communion Song: CBW III, Gift of Finest Wheat, 603; Seed, Scattered and Sown, 605; I Am the Living Bread, 605; My Shepherd Is the Lord, 606.

* If the community wishes to sing a final song, another one may be chosen from those suggested for the opening song or one of the following: CBW III, Lord, You Give the Great Commission, 601; Christ Is the King, 387; Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go, 514.

2. Devotional Prayers

A leaflet Prayers upon the Death of Pope John Paul II and for the Election of His Successor, prepared by both National Liturgy Offices, is available in English and French from the CCCB.

Other prayers

During the Conclave, the faithful could invoke the assistance of the Holy Spirit, Saint Joseph, patron of the universal Church, and the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church.  For example:

- Come, Holy Spirit; see: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004), page 287;

- Veni creator Spiritus; 

- Litany to Saint Joseph, patron of the universal Church; see: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004), pages 334-335;

- Angelus; see: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004), pages 315-316;

- Rosary; see: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004), pages 317-319.


III

The inauguration of the Pontificate

of the new pope

Formal ceremony of inauguration

Within a short time of his election, before the Cardinals return home, a formal ceremony of inauguration takes place during which the woolen pallium is bestowed upon the Pope. One of the few things Pope John Paul I managed to do in his short papacy was to abolish the traditional Papal Coronation, which Pope John Paul II did not resurrect. Traditionally, the Pope would be carried around Saint Peter's Square on the sedia gestatoria (the papal throne) and have the papal tiara placed on his head. 

Suggestions for Liturgies and Prayer services

1. Mass

Priests, while celebrating the Eucharist, may use the form For the Pope on the weekdays of Ordinary Time, even when the liturgical calendar calls for the celebration of an obligatory memorial, on weekdays of Advent until December 16, on weekdays of Christmastide after January 2 and on weekdays of Eastertide after the first week of Easter.  

The diocesan bishop may authorize or prescribe the use of this form at any day, except on Sundays of Advent, Lent, and the Easter Season, solemnities, Ash Wednesday, Holy Week and November 2.

It would be appropriate to use one of the forms For the Universal Church.

Liturgical colour

White is the appropriate liturgical colour.

Eastertide

During the Easter season, an “Alleluia” is added to the Entrance and Communion antiphons, if they are not sung.

Roman Missal

Eucharistic Prayer

An appropriate Eucharistic Prayer may be the “Eucharistic Prayer for Masses for Various Needs and Occasions” I (The Church on the Way to Unity).  If another Eucharistic Prayer is chosen and if this one (such as Eucharistic Prayer II and III) allows the use of a special preface, it is appropriate to use the first preface for Sundays in Ordinary Time  (see: Sacramentary, pages 482-483, preface no. 29) or the ones of the Apostles (see: Sacramentary, pages 554-557, prefaces nos. 64-65) or the one for Christian Unity (see: Sacramentary, pages 576-577, no. 76).

In the Eucharistic Prayer, the name of the new Pope is mentioned at the place where the congregation is invited to pray for the leaders (Pope, bishop and all the clergy) in the Church.

Lectionary

In the Common of Pastors, the Lectionary proposes a large choice of readings and psalms: nine possible first readings from the Old Testament outside of Easter Season, three possible first readings within the Easter Season, eight possible responsorial psalms, thirteen possible second or first readings from the New Testament, eight gospel acclamations and twelve gospel readings.  

The following proposed readings are particularly appropriate:

First reading

An appropriate first reading might be:

- Isaiah 61.1-3a (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1973): The Lord God has anointed me, and sent me to bring good news to the poor.

Followed by the Psalm 89.

- Ezekiel 34.11-16 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1976): I will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.

Followed by the Psalm 23.

- Acts 20.17-18a, 28-32, 36 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1978): Be watchful for yourselves, and for the flock which the Holy Spirit has called you to shepherd.

Followed by the Psalm 96.  

- 1 Corinthians 9.16-19, 22-23 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, pages 1985-1986): Woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel.

Followed by the Psalm 96.

- 1 Peter 5.1-4 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1991): Shepherd God’s people entrusted to you.

Followed by the Psalm 23.

Responsorial Psalm

- Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1980).

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

- Psalm 89.1-2, 3-4, 20-21, 24+26 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, pages 1981-1982).

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

- Psalm 96.1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1982).

R. Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations.

Gospel

An appropriate Gospel might be:

- Matthew 16.13-19 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, pages 1993-1994): You are Peter; I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

- John 10.11-16 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, pages 1999-2000): The good shepherd is ready to give up life itself for the flock.
- John 21.15-17 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 2001): Peter, take care of my lambs, take care of my sheep.
Hymns and songs

Opening Hymn: CBW III, The Voice of God, 433; Church of God, 581; Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation, 430; Christ Is the King, 387; O Christ, the Great Foundation , 527; Gather Us In, 587; Sing Out, Earth and Skies, 545. 

Responsorial Psalm

- Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1980).

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. See CBW III, nos. 53, 158, 193, 211.

- Psalm 89.1-2, 3-4, 20-21, 24+26 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, pages 1981-1982):

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. See CBW III, nos. 27, 64, 148, 215, 448.

- Psalm 96.1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1982):

R. Proclaim God’s marvelous deeds to all the nations. See CBW III, nos. 30, 117, 196.

Gospel Acclamation:  See the Lectionary for the verse that accompanies the gospel that has been chosen.

Preparation of Gifts: If singing a song at this time is desired, some suggestions are: CBW III, Father, We Thank You, 528; Filled with the Spirit’s Power, 413; Christians, Let Us Love One Another, 595; Ubi Caritas, 67.

Sanctus, Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen: Use settings familiar to the assembly.

Lamb of God: Use a setting familiar to the assembly.

Communion Song:  CBW III, Here I Am, Lord, 520; Like a Shepherd, 490; Seed, Scattered and Sown, 604; Gather Us Together, 601.

* If a final song is sung, some suggestions are: CBW III, Holy God, We Praise Your Name, 555; Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet, 571; O Sing to God a Joyful Song, 544; Strong Is God’s Love for Us, 546; Praise to the Lord, 568. 

2. Liturgy of the Hours

Suggestions

Form

The Evening Prayer II of Sunday Week I would be appropriate for use in celebration.

Scripture reading

A non-Gospel reading from the Lectionary as suggested:

- Isaiah 61.1-3a (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1973): The Lord God has anointed me, and sent me to bring good news to the poor.

- Ezekiel 34.11-16 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1976): I will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.

- Acts 20.17-18a, 28-32, 36 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1978): Be watchful for yourselves, and for the flock which the Holy Spirit has called you to shepherd.

- 1 Corinthians 9.16-19, 22-23 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, pages 1985-1986): Woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel.

- 1 Peter 5.1-4 (see: CCCB Weekday Lectionary vol. B, page 1991): Shepherd God’s people entrusted to you.

Music Suggestions

Opening: See CBW III, no. 14F.

Hymns: CBW III, O Radiant Light, O Sun Divine. 14G, 669; Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us, 405; Now Fades All Earthly Splendor, 666; When Evening Comes, 668; The Day You Give Us, Lord, Is Ended, 667; Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory, 663; God of Day and God of Darkness, 477.  

Psalms: Psalm 141 – See CBW III, nos. 14H, 670, 671, 672, 674.

Gospel canticle: Canticle of Our Lady – See CBW III, nos. 14I, 24, 674, 675, 676, 677, 678.

Intercessions: See CBW III, nos. 14J, 14K.

3. Devotional Prayers

A leaflet Prayers upon the Death of Pope John Paul II and for the Election of His Successor, prepared by both National Liturgy Offices, is available in English and French from the CCCB.

Other prayers

At the election of the Pope and before he inaugurates his pontificate, the faithful could sing songs of thanksgiving, pray for the universal Church and invoke the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church.  For example:

- Te Deum; or CBW III, 536 (We Give Thanks to You), or CBW III, 555 (Holy God, We Praise Your Name);

- Litany of the Holy Name of Jesus;

- Litany to Saint Joseph, patron of the universal Church; see: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004) pages 334-335;

- We turn to you for your protection (Sub tuum praesidium); see: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004) page 312;

- Prayer for the Pope.




Hymn Te Deum
You are God: we praise you;

You are the Lord: we acclaim you;

You are the eternal Father:

All creation worships you.

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,

Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.

Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you:

Father, of majesty unbounded,

your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,

and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the king of glory,

the eternal Son of the Father.

When you became man to set us free

you did not spurn the Virgin’s womb.

You overcame the sting of death,

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.

You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.

We believe that you will come, and be our judge.

Come then, Lord, and help your people,

bought with the price of your own blood,

and bring us with your saints

to glory everlasting.

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance.

Govern and uphold them now and always.

Day by day we bless you.

We praise your name for ever.

Keep us today, Lord, from all sin.

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

for we put our trust in you.

In you, Lord, is our hope;

and we shall never hope in vain.

Or, in a sung version:*
1. Praise is yours, O God, forever;

yours all homage, Lord, alone.

Earth itself, eternal Father

bows in awe before your throne.

Angel powers sound your glory:

Holy, Holy God of hosts!

Holy, Holy God of hosts!

2. Glory-crown’d apostles praise you.

White-robed martyrs shout your name.

Prophet voices give you honour.

Earthly church joins laud acclaim.

Praise is yours, almighty Father, 

with the Son, and Spirit one,

with the Son, and Spirit one.

3. You, O Christ enthroned triumphant,

God the Father’s only Son,

scorning not our human nature,

earth defeated, vict’ry won.

By your blood you brought redemption:

Grant us glory with your saints.

Grant us glory with your saints.

4. Come, now, Lord, to save your people,

bless the flock you call your own.

Day by day we sound your praises,

evermore your name make known.

Keep us in your mercy always:

Lord, in you our hope is sure!

Lord, in you our hope is sure!

Music: John Hughes (1873-1932), “Cwm Rhondda,” 87 87 87 with repeat

Words: Te Deum, tr. Raymond J. Lahey (b. 1940) © 1996

Litany of the Holy Name of Jesus
From the 1991 Enchiridion of Indulgences

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

God our Father of Heaven,
have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy on us.

God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, One God, 
have mercy on us.

Jesus, Son of the living God,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, splendour of the Father, 

Jesus, brightness of everlasting light,

Jesus, king of glory,

Jesus, dawn of justice,

Jesus, Son of the Virgin Mary,

Jesus, worthy of our love,

Jesus, worthy of our wonder,

Jesus, mighty God,

Jesus, father of the world to come,

Jesus, prince of peace,

Jesus, all-powerful,

Jesus, pattern of patience,

Jesus, model of obedience,

Jesus, gentle and humble of heart,

Jesus, lover of chastity,

Jesus, lover of us all,

Jesus, God of peace,

Jesus, author of life,

Jesus, model of goodness,

Jesus, seeker for souls,

Jesus, our God, 

Jesus, our refuge,

Jesus, father of the poor,

Jesus, treasure of the faithful,

Jesus, Good Shepherd,

Jesus, the true Light,

Jesus, eternal Wisdom,

Jesus, infinite Goodness,

Jesus, our Way and our Life,

Jesus, joy of angels,

Jesus, king of patriarchs,

Jesus, teacher of apostles,

Jesus, master of evangelists,

Jesus, courage of martyrs,

Jesus, light of confessors,

Jesus, purity of virgins,

Jesus, crown of all saints,

Lord, be merciful,
Jesus, save your people.

From all evil,

From every sin,

From the snares of the devil,

From your anger,

From the spirit of infidelity,

From everlasting death,

From the neglect of your Holy Spirit,

By the mystery of your Incarnation,

By your birth,

By your childhood,

By your hidden life,

By your public ministry,

By your agony and crucifixion,

By your abandonment,

By your grief and sorrow,

By your death and burial,

By your rising to new life,

By your return in glory to the Father,

By your gift of the Holy Eucharist,

By your joy and glory,

Christ, hear us.
Christ hear us.

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer. 
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Let us pray.

Lord, may we who honour the holy name of Jesus 

enjoy his friendship in this life 

and be filled with eternal joy in the kingdom 

where he lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.

Litany to Saint Joseph

From: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004) pages 334-335.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, hear us.
Christ, hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.
Christ, graciously hear us.

God, the Father of heaven,
have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy on us.

God the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete,
have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, One God,
have mercy on us.

Holy Mary,
pray for us.

Saint Joseph,

Son of Adam,

Son of Abraham,

Son of David,

Righteous man,

Indigent man,

Patient man,

Man of unflinching faith, 

Man of enlightening dreams,

Man of prudent silence, 

Discreet servant,

Obedient servant,

Troubled servant,

Husband of Mary,

Vigilant husband,

Faithful husband,

Well-advised father,

Caring father,

Courageous father,

Guardian of your adopted Son,

Guardian of the Holy Family,

Guardian of our Redeemer,

Witness of the joyous birth of Jesus,

Witness of the praising of Simeon and Ann, 

Witness of the wondering of the teachers, 

Companion of the exiled,

Sustainer of the families,

Model of workers,

Consoler of the afflicted,

Hope of the sick,

Comforter of the dying,

Well-known Carpenter in Nazareth,

Protector of the Church in Canada,

Patron of the universal Church,

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world, 
forgive us, Lord.

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world, 
hear us, Lord.

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us.

Leader: 
Pray for us, O holy husband of the Mother of God.

All:
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Or:

Leader: 
God made him the master of his household.

All:
He gave him charge over all his possessions. (cf. Ps 105.21)

Leader: 
Let us pray.

Father, in your loving providence you entrusted our Saviour to the care of Saint Joseph.  By the help of his prayers may your Church continue to serve its Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

We turn to you for protection (Sub tuum praesidium)

From: Blessings and Prayers for Home and Family (CCCB – Concacan Inc., 2004) page 312.

We turn to you for protection,

O holy Mother of God.

Listen to our prayers

and help us in our needs.

Save us from every danger,

O glorious and blessed Virgin.

Prayer for the Pope

Lord,

source of eternal life and truth,

give to your shepherd N., 

a spirit of courage and right judgment,

a spirit of knowledge and love.

By governing with fidelity those entrusted to his care

may he, as successor of the apostle Peter

and vicar of Christ,

build your Church into a sacrament

of unity, love, and peace for all the world.

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen.

� See: the Apostolic Constitution Universi Dominici gregis (Febr. 22, 1996), on the vacancy of the Apostolic See and the election of the Roman Pontiff.  On Internet, see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_jp-ii_apc_22021996_universi-dominici-gregis_en.html" ��http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_jp-ii_apc_22021996_universi-dominici-gregis_en.html�  For some useful extracts see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.popechart.com/Papal%20Election.htm" ��http://www.popechart.com/Papal%20Election.htm�


� Cf. Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 81.


� See for example all his messages for World Youth Day: http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/messages/youth/ 


� See for example his Encyclical Letter Veritatis Splendor (August 6, 1993): http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/index.htm


* To the tune of “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” (“Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah”).
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